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LET US MEZET IN PRKING

It was not by chance that in 1956 Sudarese students participated
in the IVth Canyress of the Internatioaal Urion of Students in Prague,
In January of tiat year tae Sudan was declared an independent couniry
and only sfter this could we take part in IS activities. The British
rulers did their best Lo izolate us from all democratic forces in the
world even goinr so far az to introduce a law which nade relations with
Lhe 1U3 punishable by seven Yyears imprisonment, ly win we drove
Yhelir Governor General out of the countty eould ue attend the IUS 1vth
Conyress., Our exanple is typical of muny siudents in Africa vho have
Friendly feelings towards the IUS but who cunnot pardicinete in its
activities because of rulings by the cslsniczlists forvidding such contact,
Bul we are confident that in the near Future they too will succeed in
throwing out the colonialists and will Join the world stadent fémily.

, For us, Sudanese students, ths Vth 1US Congreas schaduled for
Peking, in Septembar, is of particular importance. A%t tiais Congreus
w2 shall meet our fellow students of Ciina znd the other Asian countries,
L 3hall lesrn more about their life znd atruggle for freedom and the main-
ot “enance of inderendence, There is an old Arabic saying: PWe shouid

i gack knowladre and education even if wo have to go to China'--since
China, in those days, was very far away, And we shall go to China
%0 seck the knowledge and rich exnerience of our Chinese friends,

At the Vth Congress we shall mcet our fellow students from other
R varts of the world too and shall have discicsions and exchongs opinions
NG with them on all matters of concern to students., It is our duty to
Zind all points of arreemsnt and common actions among stidents and
evzluate all tie excerienes which will helr our fight for peace, againat
volonialism, and for a belter student 1life znd comnunity,

Since the last ITS Conyress, the student fignt for weszcs has overs
sone many difficulties, becane stronger and morc militant, The
atndents in Egypt topether with their own people and the support of
aany, many others throuchout the world, were able to defeat the Trie
nartite aggression and emerge more consolidated and united in the fight
for the maintenance of independence and peace, The Iraqi student
demonstraticns againast the Bapghdad Pach and in solidarity with their
W Zgyptian friends strengthened even more their ity and detemination
w to resist military pacts, Jordanian students launched a heroic fight
S against the Eiscnhower Dostringe-a fight which attracted even young

< 3cheol boys and broadened their studen movement, Syrian students also
b stoed firmm against the Fiserhower Doctrine and defended their indenend-
wnce defeating all intripues apainst their homeland, The zgcending
grorhs of strugple and unity of the widdle Eastemn students for peacse
and inderendence is clear evidence of the successes of the s tudent move=-
menty and 135 develonment in resent vears as an imncrtant force in the
Tttt for oeace.
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TEACS IHTHGS STUONTS TOCWTHE

Sire pearr apo, the cell for neace was GOU:ldeL"Bd by some zectiona

of sbticents as a2 nartizen noliey of other student grodeingz. Dut now,

with tie prowvirg darger of at.mi_" war--go horribvle as to def; fnapi--
nztion-«resistense becomer 2tronger, involving students with the nost
divers. bLickpreunds and from the most distsnt couniries. The fight
Tor »esre onee esused 2 3nlit and misunderstanding in the student moves
ment=<tud is now becoming o cause of cammon understanding and agreasent
among larger sections of atudents, This fact alone calls on us %o
reeb ir Pekdnpr and discuse once nore the question of peace, our past
attitade to Wus problien, our recent experiences and to seek new ways
by vhich everyone of us aan contribute to 1ts maintenance,

- Arother dumportant dm.«eloummt in ‘t.he student. world in the past two

years, is its stronger emti-colom.ul position, Striking examplesz are
;mvlded by students from Algeria, Cyprus, Tunisia, the Camercons and
West, Africa, The fight of Algerien students alone gained world-wide
attention and the sympathy of the overwhelminp majority of studénts,
Studentz from the West and the ¥ast, from Latin America and Africs, all
sxnressed solidarity with thelir Aleerian ‘colleagues, The fight arainst

-ecclonialism which was one of the main issues leading to division among

students in 1950-51, on the contrary, nowadays, is a cause of comunon
srreenent and support, The stron; worldwide solidarity of fered
nlgerian colleagues exposes the artificial grounds for the. nresent split
in the international student movement. It ‘makes it incumbent on all

of us to meet in Peking and discuss how we can help our Algerian friends
and contribute to the fight of other students against colonialism,

AN OPEN FORUM

‘For some students it may be difficult to direct.lj asxist the
fight arainst colonialism or for peace; or they may not agree with
many of tae IUS member orpenizations as to the way such issues should
be handled. These students will find an ooen forun during the Congress
sesaiona to exrress the:.r opinions, - -

Arot‘wr new foat.are 1n the student. x’:;ovementfin recent years is
that many student orpanizations which formerly faced colonlal opnres-
sion have now attained freedom and are hclv)in{ 4An the construction of

‘their countries. Such is the case with stidents in the Sudan, Tunisia,

Morocco, #alaya and Ghana, In the nast these student organisations
concantrated on the fight apainst colonislism, but now they are faced
1ith the task of safepuarding their indenmendence and reconstructing
their rewly independent nations, Such student: organizations must

learn the exmeriences of others who have nassed throuch the same stagea,
It is of utmost immortance that the next Peklng Congress pay full
attention to this nroblem, .
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Sudanese students will be very interested to know what their
Chinese, Indian, Indonesian and Ceylonese fricnds think about this
question to exchange opinions on our work for national constructicon
and for the reform of education, Let ua hope that the Peking Congress
will be a stepninpg-stone in the improvement and progress of our
national activities.

All these developments call upon us to do away with a cold war
noliey in our student movement, to meet in Peking and to reach agree=
nent on general points of common interest, The fact that the student
novement has achieved notable progress in this respect over the last
two years impels us to channel these efforts and once again mobilize
our forces for honest and sincere student aims. The lioscow Festival
and the Paris GCames were proof of the possibility of common actions and
cooperation among students. The Labtin American Student Conpress esnd the
Asian=African Student Confercnece were the results of a strong tendency
among students for cooperation and joint action.

At the last Latin American Students® Congress clear decisions were
adopted for cooperation with all students and particularly with those of
Asia and Africa., For students of Africa to have direct relations with
Latin American students may becoue an inportant factor in the development
of the activities of our young organizations, We are aware of Latin
Anerican students® traditional strupple for national independence in the
fullest sense of the word, for the reform gnd democratization of
education. We are proud of the fact that they possess one of the most
organized regionel student movements and would like to meet with. them
in Peking to learn from them how to develop our work for a more united
African student movement,

THE WORLD CHANGES

Apart from the strong tendency for closer contact growing among
students, we must not overlook the negative forces that have been at
work in the nast periocd., It is important for us that while roing for=-
ward we must try to clear all obstacles from our path. It is with dis-
satisfaction and sorrow that we sorrow that we see the activities of
some students vho are still trying to pursue a policy of cold war and
ennity aaong us, Their real nature and hamful desiims were exposed at
the VIIth ISC in Ibadan, They tried to obstruct any call for coopera-
tion and to defeat it, even by vrocedural methods., The renresentative
of the Nanish students, for instance, put a motion that all proposals
for cooperation must be passed oy a 2/3 majority of the Internotional
Student Conlerence. In fact, he was trying to put the cooneration
issue under the influence of 1/3 of the Confercnce delegates, but his
aotion was defested and condemned as an open attack sgainst those
proposzls really seeking cooperation, particularly with the IUS,

Such students are to be found even outside ISC itself, But, on the
other hand, there are also students who seek cooperation, - Outside the
framevork of ISC, students expressed tneir desire for cooperation at the
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last Latin American Congress, at the Sinaia Seminar in Rumaniz and in
bilateral relations between some foundaticn members of ISC and members
of 1IUS,

Ingide the IUS, too, there arc many student organizations that
have very strong reservations and doubts regarding ISC but this will
never lead tnem to take up a position against international coonera=-
tion or to disregard the fact that ISC exists,

Let us meet in Pelting to discuss this question too and to put an

end to cold war activities among siudents and pave the way for betier
and friendlier relations within the student camunity,

CAREFUL AND ACTIVE PREPARATIONS

To achieve the best results a® the Vth Congress in Peking, we
must prepare carefully and actively for it., ‘I ean r ecall the
experience of our organization in preparing for the IVth Congress in
Prague. Only some student leaders and members of the delegations read
the main renort of the IUS Secretariat and I can say in all truth, that
the majority of the students did not even hear about it, They only
learned about the report after the delegation came back from Pragusz,
This kind of oreparstion limits the real creative contribution ordinary
students can make to the Congress, We must try to have a full discussion
of the main problems of the studens movement among the mass of students,
This is a difficult task, I know, but it is indispensible for the
Buccess of the Congress and for the enrichment of student experience,

I hope we shall a1l Prepare actively for the coming Congress,
discuss frecly and generally among ourselves all positive and negative
sides of the work of the IUS s discover its shortcomings and difficulties,

I also hope we shall meet this Sentember in Peking, healthy and
more determined to improve our ectivities in all fields and to better
organize our common efforts, :

ABU GIDARY
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